THE BRITISH EMPIRE

FOR some years Germany has been attempting to build a fleet pro-
portionate to its needs. Hardly had the first faint desire to do this
been revealed than hostile voices were raised in England, going so far
as to produce serious perturbations in Anglo-German relations. The
danger passed for the time being, but there will be lasting improvement
in Anglo-German relations, that is to say, the danger will disappear,
only when England becomes afraid that she will risk too much by
struggling against us. This risk will have to be greater than the
profit she hopes to get; by a war against Germany England will have
to be in danger of seeing her fleet weakened to the point of com-
promising her supremacy over other naval powers. We shall reach
this degree of strength in our armaments when we wish. But it is
necessary that all the German friends of peace should desire this; then
we shall regard peace between England and ourselves as at a stage
where it is possible and lasting.

COUNT ERNST zu REvENTLovr.1    1906.    Bibl. V, 159.

. . . British Liberal-Democratic Imperialism always wants war, in
the sense that it never loses sight of war as the ultimate means for the
achievement of its desires for economic and political expansion.
These expansionist desires, particularly as regards their democratic
justification, are of very long standing and were current even with
the democratic Puritans of the seventeenth century. The need for
British expansion has again and again been justified by reference to
freedom and Democracy.

JUSTUS HASHAGEN.    1908.    Bibl. VIII, B. 31, p. 21.

THEREFORE the German idea can go on living and growing only if
its material basis, in other words the number of Germans, the pros-
perity of Germany, the number and the scope of world economic
relations harnessed to the service of German economic life, extends
continually. By so doing it will force the Anglo-Saxons to decide
whether they wish to harmonise their interests with ours and to come
to an arrangement with us to determine their share and ours, or
whether they wish to defend against us by force their plans for universal
and exclusive hegemony. If they choose the first alternative it will
be because our strength will render the struggle too dangerous. If

1 Count Ernst zu Reventlow (1869- ), politician and journalist^ retired naval
officerj National Socialist member of Reichstag since 1924; founder and editor
of the weekly Der Reichswart.
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